CHAPTER XXII
POLAND REVOLTS
of the most dangerous post-war disturbances was
the Pilsudski coup d'etat in Warsaw during mid-May, 1926.
This revolt against the Witos government was conducted at the
time of Germany's uncertain attitude toward Poland on the
west and Russia's brooding menace on the east. Poles fought
Poles in the streets of Warsaw over the tribulations of an un-
wieldy parliamentary structure torn by the disunion of va-
rious opposing political interests. There was one Diet in War-
saw and another in Posen, the conservative element having
sought refuge in the latter city. It was a case of Warsaw's
Russian Poles against Posen's German Poles, with the Aus-
trian Poles of Galicia favoring by majority their brethren of
German extraction.
Surrounded by potential enemies without, reborn Poland
threatened to smash herself to pieces moment by moment
within. Europe shuddered when the aged Marshal Pilsudski,
at the head of a revolutionary army faction, crossed the Vis-
tula from Praga, a suburb, and bloodily, throughout twenty-
four hours, fought his way through the streets to the Belve-
dere Palace, the seat of the government. Hundreds were killed
and wounded, many of them non-combatants. The constitu-
tion was nullified, the Diet dissolved, and President Wojcie-
chowski forced to resign. With western Poland estranged, and
southern Poland indifferent, Marshal Pilsudski deprecated the
revolt in which "blood saturated the land equally dear to
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